Confino Family Portrait

Primary Sources Lesson Middle School ©Lower East Side Tenement Museum



Zecharia Family Portrait
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APPENDIX: PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET
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Victoria's second grade report card v @
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New York State Census, 1915, 97 Orchard Street
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Transcription of Portion of 1915 Census

Enumeration of the Inhabitants of Block No. 4, Election District No. _11 Ward No. _X_, City

Town ___ X Assembly District No. _8 , County __New York , State of New York
Name of Institution _X Enumerator
PERMANENT COLOR, SEX CITIZENSHI
NAME RELATION NATIVITY CCUPATION
RESIDENCE ° AND AGE P occupaTio
Of each person whose usual E If born in this £
_ | place of abode onJune 1,1915, | pojasionship g £ country, write g 3 c Trade or
8 | wasinthis family. of each < x s United States; 23 = of work
£ ) o ] i ) = < wor
5 Enter surname first, then the person to the = n K] If of foreign ] =
z . X . o - . . 5 e = (not legible)
- P given name and middle initial, head of the S © birth, write 2 g
8 § if any. family. & name of the E 2 S
5 T < country z< o
Orchard | 97 Joseph Elias Head w M 25 Turkey 8 Al
“ o “ “ Victoria Wife “ F 20 “ 3 | Housework
“a o u “ “ Jacob Son “ Y | Not u.s Nt |cit | No occupation
egible legible
Broth
« o« “« Mayo Benjamin _ro er “ F 21 Turkey 5 Al Tinsmith
in law
“« “ | Davis Samuel Head “ M 25 “ 8 “ Reels
“ u “ “ Allegra |  Wife “ F 20 “ 2 “ Housewife
“ u “ “ Jacob | Brother “ M 23 “ 7 “ Laborer
“ o “ | Confeenee Abraham | Cousin “ “ 18 “ 2 “ Printer
“a ou “ “ Abraham Head “ “ 46 “ 2 “ Peddler
“ o “ “ Rachael Wife “ F as “ 2 “ Housework
“ ou “ “ Joseph Son “ M 17 “ 2 “ Tinsmith
“« “ “ Victoria | Daughter “ F 13 “ 2 “ School
“" “" “" “" David Son “" M 11 “" 2 “" “"
“" “" “" “" solomon “" “" “" 7 “" 2 “" “"
«a o« “ “ Jacob “ “ “ 5 “ 2 “ No occupation
“oo“ “ “ Salvator “ “ “ 1 u.S. 1 Cit “
« “« “« David Cousin “ “ 20 Turkey 2 Al Tailor
“a . “ “ Isidor Head “ “ 38 Austria 12 “ Operator
“« “ “ Lillie Wife “ F 30 “ 10 “ Housework
“ o “ “ Annie Daughter | “ “ 19 “ 10 “ Shades
“« “« “« “« MO”ie “« “« “« 13 “ 10 “ Sch°o|
“a o “ “ Herman Son “ M 3 uU.s. 3 Cit | No occupation
“" “" “" “" Regina Daughter “" F 1 “ “" 1 “" “ “"
“a o u “ Rubinsky Morris Head “ M 35 Russia 5 | “ Carpenter
« o« “« “« Bessie Wife “ F 25 “ 4 Cit Housework
« u “ “ Libby Daughter « “ 1% U.S. 1% | “ No occupation
“ o “ Un Abraham Lodger “ M 30 Russia 10 | Al Carpenter
“ “ | Halprin Louis Head “ “ 44 “ 10 | “ Operator
“ o u “ “  Minnie Wife “ F 33 Austria 8 “ Housework
« « « « Morris Son “ M 8 u.s. 8 Cit School
“" “" “" “" Jessie Daughter “" F 6 “" “" 6 “" “
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APPENDIX: PRIMARY SOURCE GUIDING QUESTIONS

Postcard of Kastoria

This postcard from 1909 depicts the Confino family’s hometown.

How would you describe this place?

What information does the text provide?

How is it similar to and different from the place in which you live?
What might it be like to grow up here?

ik

What might it have been like for the Confino family to leave this town and then arrive to New York
City? How might you feel if you made that type of move?

1915 Census

A census is a record of people who lived during a certain time and in a certain place. This census is from
1915.

What information does this document give us?
What information does it give us about the Confino family?
Where were the Confino’s neighbors from?

P w NP

How does this document paint a picture of where the Confino family lived?

Victoria’s Report Card

This report card provides information about Victoria Confino’s schooling. Each horizontal line records
her attendance and grades for a monthly period. This report card, therefore, provides an overview of
five months of her schooling. The category called deportment refers to Victoria’s behavior.

1. What kinds of grades did Victoria earn? What do those grades tell us about her as a student?

2. Victoria’s parents pulled her out of school to work at the family’s apron-making factory. How might
Victoria feel about that decision based on this document?

3. What does this document tell us about schooling in general around the turn of the 20" century?
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Naturalization Certificate

Abraham Confino applied for United States citizenship on May 2nd, 1921, and was officially naturalized
on July 27th, 1925. This Certificate of Naturalization lists his wife and children, who were naturalized by
association.

1. What information does this document give us? How is that information helpful in
understanding the Confino family?
What are the names of the Confino family members?

3. Abraham Confino had been living in the United States since 1913, but did not become a legal
American until 1925. What does it mean to be “American”> What makes someone feel
American apart from official legal status?

Ship Manifest

A ship manifest provides information about the passengers aboard the vessel.

1. What does this document tell us about the Confino family’s journey to the United States?
Which members of the Confino family are listed here as traveling to the United States? Who is
missing? What might have been the cause for this arrangement?

3. The Confino family traveled in steerage. Consider how these travel conditions might have affected
how they felt once they finally stepped off of the boat?
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