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 The W
om

en’s Suffrage M
ovem

ent took its first m
ajor stand at the Seneca Falls C

onvention 
in Seneca Falls, N

ew
 York on July 19-20, 1848. W

hile w
om

en w
ere given the right to vote 

by som
e states, the U

nited States governm
ent did not allow

 w
om

en the right to vote until 
1920 w

ith the passage of the 19
th am

endm
ent to the C

onstitution. For nearly 80 years, 
w

om
en fought for their suffrage. 

  In this assignm
ent you w

ill answ
er questions about 5 docum

ents related to the W
om

en’s 
S

uffrage M
ovem

ent. A
fter com

pleting the questions, you w
ill use the inform

ation from
 the 

docum
ents to com

plete the final activity. B
e sure to site specific evidence from

 at least 3 of the 
docum

ents.  
  The follow

ing is the last paragraph of the D
eclaration of S

entim
ents signed at the S

eneca Falls 
C

onvention on July 20, 1848. R
ead the selection and then answ

er the questions that follow
. 

   “R
esolved, therefore, that, being invested by the C

reator w
ith the sam

e capabilities, and the sam
e 

consciousness of responsibility for their exercise, it is dem
onstrably the right and duty of w

om
an, 

equally w
ith m

an, to prom
ote every righteous cause by every righteous m

eans; and especially in 
regard to the great subjects of m

orals and religion, it is self-evidently her right to participate w
ith 

her brother in teaching them
, both in private and in public, by w

riting and by speaking, by any 
instrum

entalities proper to be used, and in any assem
blies proper to be held; and this being a 

self-evident truth grow
ing out of the divinely im

planted principles of hum
an nature, any custom

 or 
authority adverse to it, w

hether m
odern or w

earing the hoary sanction of antiquity, is to be 
regarded as a self-evident falsehood, and at w

ar w
ith m

ankind.” 
  

1. 
W

hat is “the right and duty of w
om

an?” 
  

2. 
W

ith w
hom

 is w
om

an equal? 
  

3. 
W

hat fam
ous historical A

m
erican docum

ent uses m
any of the sam

e w
ords as the 

D
eclaration of S

entim
ents? 

  
4. 

W
hy did the w

om
en use w

ords from
 the answ

er to num
ber 3 in their D

eclaration? 
    

W
rite a letter to President W

ilson asking him
 to prom

ote W
om

en’s suffrage. 

N
am

es:____________________
The im

age on the left is a copy of the petition subm
itted to the U

.S
. S

enate by the W
om

en V
oters 

A
nti-S

uffrage P
arty of N

ew
 Y

ork. O
n the right is the w

ording of the petition. A
nsw

er the questions 
follow

ing the petition. 
   “W

hereas, This country is now
 engaged in the greatest 

w
ar in history, and 

 W
hereas, The advocates of the Federal A

m
endm

ent,                        
though urging it as a w

ar m
easure, announce, through 

their president, M
rs. C

att, that its passage “m
eans a 

sim
ultaneous cam

paign in 48 S
tates. It dem

ands 
organization in every precinct: activity, agitation, education 
in every corner. N

othing less than this nation-w
ide, vigilant, 

unceasing cam
paign w

ill w
in the ratification,” therefore be 

it. 
 R

esolved, That our country in this hour of peril should be 
spared the harassing of its public m

en and distracting of its 
people from

 w
ork for the w

ar, and further 
 R

esolved, That the U
nited S

tates S
enate be respectfully 

urged to pass no m
easure involving such a radical change 

in our governm
ent w

hile the attention of the patriotic 
portion of the A

m
erican people is concentrated on the all-

im
portant task of w

inning the w
ar, and during the absence 

of over a m
illion m

en abroad.” 
 

 
1. 

A
re the w

om
en that signed this petition for or against a w

om
an’s right to vote? 

  
2. 

W
hat great event is U

nited S
tates engaged in w

hen the petition w
as signed? (Be specific) 

  
3. 

W
hat should the country be “spared of” in this “hour of peril?” 

  
4. 

W
hat is the W

om
en V

oters A
nti-S

uffrage P
arty urging the S

enate to do? 
                



A
nalyze the political cartoon “The Last Few

 B
uttons” and answ

er the follow
ing questions. 

         “The Last Few
 B

uttons” 
                                

 
1. 

W
hat year w

as the political cartoon printed? 
  

2. 
W

hat appears to be happening in the cartoon? 
  

3. 
E

xplain the caption below
 the cartoon. 

   
        

The right of citizens of the U
nited S

tates to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the U
nited S

tates 
or by any S

tate on account of sex.  
C

ongress shall have pow
er to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

 

R
ead the 19

th am
endm

ent to the U
nited S

tates C
onstitution, passed in 1920, and answ

er the 
follow

ing questions> 
  

 
          

1. 
The right of a citizen of the U

nited S
tates to vote cannot be denied on account of w

hat? 
  

2. 
W

ho has the pow
er to enforce this law

? 
  

3. 
W

hich group of people now
 have the right to vote that did not have the right before the 

19
th am

endm
ent? 

  
 R

ead the quote about the passage of the 19
th am

endm
ent and answ

er the follow
ing questions. 

 
   

1. 
For how

 m
any years did the suffragists pressure for the right to vote? 

  
2. 

H
ow

 m
any years w

ere there betw
een the first w

om
an w

ho w
as elected to the H

ouse of 
R

epresentatives and the ratification of the 19
th am

endm
ent? 

  
3. 

W
hat w

as organized in 1920? 
    "O

n A
ugust 18, 1920, the 19th A

m
endm

ent–giving w
om

en the right to vote–w
as ratified, ending 

m
ore than seventy years of political pressure by suffragists. Ironically, the am

endm
ent cam

e 
three years after the first w

om
an, Jeannette R

ankin, had been elected to the H
ouse of 

R
epresentatives, and eight years after Julia C

lifford Lathrop w
as nam

ed director of the 
C

hildren‘s B
ureau, representing the first tim

e a w
om

an headed a federal agency. A
lso in 1920, 

the League of W
om

en V
oters w

as organized to educate w
om

en about politics and prom
ote the 

status and rights of w
om

en. Three years later, the first version of w
om

en‘s equal rights 
am

endm
ent w

as subm
itted to C

ongress. "  
 (Bruun, Erik and Jay C

rosby eds. O
ur N

ations A
rchives, p556.)  


